
 

 

 
 
 

Formative feedback     
Student name  Sarah-Jane Field Student number   512666 

Course/Unit  Self and Other Assignment number   5 

Type of tutorial Written / Audio-Visual Appear.in– 30 mins  

 
 
Overall Comments 
 
A thoroughly researched, experimental and critical piece of preparatory work which 
bodes well for future development in DiC. 
 
Assignment 2 and 4 Assessment potential 
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential to 
pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will 
need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.     
 
 
Feedback on assignment  
 
You have produced a very interesting piece of writing to accompany your short film, 
which I’ll touch on in a moment. The short film itself is a work in progress (as requested 
in the remit). In it, you use montage techniques, juxtaposition and filtration to produce a 
multi-layered piece which explores the ways in which social media can extend identity. 
It’s visually engaging and I enjoy the way you’ve shot both on and made the film about 
mobile technology. You describe this in your text:  
 
(my film) ‘includes footage and images made with a mobile phone camera, using 
proprietary filters, in honour and celebration of my friend who recently passed away 
after a degenerative illness. Before having children my friend taught film studies and 
during her final months, we spoke on our phones via a messenger app. She had lost the 
ability to speak in the usual way; her phone and later an iPad, which she used by blinking 



 

 

at it, were immensely important to her. Technology extended the time she was able to 
use her ‘voice’ and indeed the reach of her self’ 
 
In your accompanying piece of writing – which I do find very interesting – there seems 
to be a strong sense of the performative? I really do think that you should also 
consider using spoken word – all or even fragments of your text either in tandem with 
or separate from – your film. Your writing so clearly expresses your ideas I think, that 
it’s important that you – in some way – incorporate this into the work itself. Of course, 
using spoken word and performance  is one way to do this but also many artists such 
as Tracy Emin and Fiona Banner’s Top Gun (here: 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/banner-top-gun-t13203 ) have habitually used 
text in their wall based work. (Interestingly, this text is usually handwritten, itself 
suggesting both the performative and the autobiographical). 
 
In your assignment 5 you have a wealth of exploratory, critical and analytical 
references and copious references to relevant practitioners whose work relates to your 
own. 
The only thing I’d suggest including in addition,  is some reference to how you might 
further develop the installation methods for this work. You do mention wall based 
single screen presentation but I also think it would be very useful for you if you can to 
visit the current Joan Jonas exhibit on a Tate modern, specifically with a view to 
looking carefully at the various ways that Jonas, an experimental filmmaker working 
form the 70s onwards, has devised to install her various film works. I think it would 
really help you to think about possible alternate ways to project your won filmic 
material in the future. If you can, for example, borrow a digital projector (it doesn’t 
need to be a great one at this stage) and experiment a little with different forms of 
installation, you could then both document these trials, almost like potential 
exhibition installation ideas and include these on your learning log as you move 
forward. 
 
Recommended reading: Joanna Zylinska’s essay Non-Human Photography (sent as 
attached PDF) 
 
 
An intensively researched, experimental and original final submission, Sarah-Jane. 
 
Student feedback: 
 
Thank you for the positive feedback and the suggestions 
 



 

 

• Please see my notes on Joan Jonas - 
https://ocasjf.wordpress.com/2018/03/19/artist-joan-jonas-tate-modern-talk-
presentation-with-jason-moran/ 

 
• I had already been talking to a friend about test installations. I will include a 

plan detailing how I might take this work forward with the submission and add 
evidence in the form of photos and recordings as and when I’ve done them for 
the assessment submission 
 

• A first draft of music/sound (which will include some spoken word) is due end 
May and at that point I will re-edit what I have so far and make decisions about 
various filters, non-filtered footage, voice, etc. 
 

• I will perform some of the writing on camera  - something I had considered and 
include this in my submission 
 

• I had thought about including writing as a physical piece of work and will think 
about it further 

• S-J.F 
 
It’s been a pleasure to work with you, Sarah-Jane. 
W 
 
 
Coursework 
See main body of the text 

Research 
See main body of the text 

Learning Log 
See main body of the text 

Suggested reading/viewing  
See main body of the text 

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 
Suggested reading/viewing  
See main body of the text 
 
 
 
 

Tutor name Wendy McMurdo 



 

 

Date  27th April 2018 

Next assignment due TBA 

 


