
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
Your sense of risk-taking	and	experimentation	has	really	paid	off	with	this	assignment	
Sarah-Jane	and	I	think	that	your	submitted	experimental	short	film	‘Voice	and	Speech	
Lessons	for	the	Theatre’	is	an	exciting	development	for	you. 
 
Assignment 2 and 4 Assessment potential 
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential to 
pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will 
need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.     
 
Feedback on assignment  
 

Self	and	Other	-	Assignment	3	

Sometimes	working	with a new medium (in this case moving	image)	can	really	shake	
things	up	and	-	importantly	-	introduce	the	absolutely	vital	element	of	chance.	It	can	also	
allow	work	with	material	(archival	and	digital	techniques)	which you	may	not	have	
experimented	with	before. 
	
Given	that	much	of	your	work	is	about,	I	think,	performance, a time-based	medium	
seems	a	perfect	medium	to	explore	this. I	would	very	much	encourage	you	to	continue	
experimenting	in	this	vein,	improving	your	skills	and	testing	further	ideas	in	this	exciting	
medium. 
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I	do	understand	your	anxieties	in	‘letting	go’	of	photography	in	its	more	traditional	form.	
I’d	encourage	you	to	look	at	this	as	an	additional	area	of	experimentation,	which	runs	
parallel and is related to your studio	photography.	To	me,	the	two	are	entirely	
complimentary, not mutually exclusive. Eventually	the	two	things	may	fuse	together	but	
for	now,	I’d	keep	the	two	strands	going	as	I	think	they	would	both	be	mutually	beneficial	
to	each	other. 
	
At	this	stage	in	your	studies,	you can afford to actually be very experimental in your 
approach and really do not have to narrow down your field of enquiry until much later in 
the course as a whole. (And here, you really ARE experimenting with form “My six or so 
images are made up found objects – literally in one case a vocal box at work, as well as 
my own archive material – old photos from a family album and clips from two videos I am 
in, as well as some new material made with this project in mind. I used a ‘real’ camera 
and my phone to make moving images, including one with a SnapChat filter as I’d 
explored this in earlier exercises. The main archival material is from a video of a 
performance I was in in 1994 called A New	Order:	An	Evening	at	the	Cabaret	Voltaire.”) 
 
 Expanding your technical vocabulary now will definitely pay dividends later. I have 
given some reference to artists who works in similar subject areas and specifically work 
across traditional and non-traditional media: 
	
	
References:	 
 

1. Benedict	Drew:	http://www.benedictdrew.com/	
2. 	Pipilotti	Rist	-	showing	in	A	Minute	Ago	in	London	shortly:	

https://www.zabludowiczcollection.com/exhibitions/view/a-minute-ago	
(‘A Minute Ago considers the idea of ‘a moment’ through artistic practice: how 
do we experience a single moment in time, and how do we process, 
communicate, and reconstruct it. Including performances by live art 
practitioners and moving image work selected from the Zabludowicz 
Collection, the exhibition investigates the ways in which a moment can be 
interrogated through different art forms’.) 

 
3. Look	at	Tony	Oursler’s	work	(thinking	particularly	about	his	experiments	with	the	

voice	and	with	sound;	http://tonyoursler.com/who-will-give-answer-to-the-call-
of-my-voice-sound-in-the-work-of-tony-oursler/	

4. Mark	Wallinger’s	Sleeper	(‘performing’	the	self):	
http://www.tate.org.uk/context-comment/video/meet-artist-mark-wallinger	

	
As	usual,	your	research	is	excellent,	your	exercises	thorough	and	your	learning	log	
engaging.	I	particularly	enjoyed	your	exercise	describing	the	politics	and	problematics	of	
photographing	a	reluctant	subject.	Keep	up	the	good	work	and	do	not	be	afraid	to	
experiment!  
Remember to trust your instincts – they’re very rarely wrong in my experience… (‘I am 
quite bored of the same old photographs, making and seeing them, and it was a relief 
to veer away from that’) 



 
Coursework 
See main body of the text 

Research 
See main body of the text 

Learning Log 
See main body of the text 

Suggested reading/viewing  
See main body of the text 

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 
 
Student Feedback:  
 

‘I	was	pleased	to	talk	about	the	work	this	morning	and	also	glad	you	saw	it	for	what	a	
was,	a	bit	of	a	breakthrough.	Thank	you	for	suggesting	exploring	moving	image	as	it	
freed	me	up	and	helped	me	to	move	in	a	'fresher'	direction.	
	
I	am	well	aware	that	finding	a	way	not	to	worry	about	what	other	people	might	think	or	
say	is	crucial.	Saying	that	it	is	natural	and	very	human	to	be	concerned	about	how	we	
come	across,	but	I	know	I	worry	too	much.	I	can't	begin	to	describe	the	level	of	fear,	in	
fact,	the	horror	I	felt	when	I	first	published	my	work-website	back	in	2013.	It's	a	big	thing	
for	me	to	overcome	but	I	have	moved	a	long	way	since	then.	And	as	discussed,	social	
media	makes	it	worse...	(Here	is	the	Tweet	I	mentioned	from	Jonothan	Pie	which	made	
me	laugh	this	morning,	but	which	also	points	to	a	definite	issue	in	our	very	public	social	
media	existences	https://twitter.com/JonathanPieNews/status/954152889315930112	
I	will	find	ways	to	increase	the	sorts	of	technical	skills	which	I	could	use	in	the	type	of	
work	I	would	like	to	be	making,	including	looking	into	St.	Martin's	short	courses.	
So	glad	to	hear	"be	even	more	experimental..."	
I	will	get	on	with	A4	and	send	you	some	information	about	another	project	I	am	working	
on,	which	might	or	might	not	be	appropriate	for	A5.	I	very	much	want	to	keep	
experimenting	and	as	I	don't	know	where	this	other	project	is	going	I	cannot	tell	yet	if	it	
will	be	the	sort	of	project	that	I	want	to	include	for	the	OCA,	or	if	I	even	should	-	but	some	
of	the	questions	which	arise	might	be	absolutely	the	sort	of	thing	OCA	work	is	concerned	
with.	I	also	take	your	point	that	doubling	up	on	projects	might	be	unhelpful.		
	
I	am	looking	forward	to	visiting	the	links	you	have	provided.	
Lastly,	as	I	was	looking	through	an	old	blog	written	earlier	in	the	module	I	recognised	
some	of	the	ideas	coming	to	fruition	in	the	short	video	I'd	
made.	https://sarahjanefieldblog.wordpress.com/2017/04/24/rober-wilson/	I	was	glad	
to	see	that	these	ideas	had	been	percolating	away	at	the	back	of	my	head	and	had	
emerged.	Also,	when	I	read	all	the	heated,	at	times	seemingly	sporadic	expressions	of	
rage	linked	to	gender	relations	online	I	have	begun	to	make	connections	in	the	video	
which	I'd	not	seen	so	clearly	before.		
	
As	well	as	the	links	you	have	sent	me,	I	shall	look	up	the	collaborative	critical	
theory/course	for	more	info	to	help	me	put	it	in	context	with	my	own	possible	work.’	
	



SJ		
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Date  19th Jan 2018 

Next assignment due TBA 

 


